F or a hundred years it was known that motile bacteria are attracted to a variety of small organic molecules. However, few scientists were interested in bacterial chemotaxis, probably because they were unwilling to believe that these lowly organisms possessed any capability for information processing or could exhibit even simple forms of behavior. Despite evidence to the contrary, it was generally assumed that chemotaxis and metabolism were hopelessly entwined. Bacteria simply congregated where the food was; after all, that was where growth rates were fastest. Julius Adler broke this prejudice.
